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What was the previous export?
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.csv only with dual headers
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Why Change?

• Limited to .csv file format
• Fixed set of export fields
• Dual headers only
• Limited explanation of what each field means
• Limited information on the query performed
• Lack of information on when the query was performed
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Introducing the New Customized Data Exports

Goals:
• Expand the usability of the exports
• Provide more information on each field
• Allow more customization to the user
• Provide more information linking the exported data to the 

query
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New Customized Data Exports
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Multiple File Formats
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.XLS – Excel format – Most user friendly

.CSV – Comma Separated Values – Current format – Programmer friendly

.TSV – Tab Separated Values – Similar to CSV but with tabs – Programmer friendly

.JSON – JavaScript Object Notation – A programming friendly format used to transport data
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Multiple Header Formats

Double Headers:  Two header rows with a section and field row

Single Header: Single header row with section and field merged

No Headers: Simple data centric format with no headers
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Export Types

Export types are preselected subsets of fields to be 
exported

Available Export Types:
• Full, all data columns: All the available columns 

available for that export
• Default: A preselected ‘default’ set of columns 

selected by the IEDB team
• Default, including IRI columns: An expanded set of 

the Default column set with IRIs included where 
available

• IEDB Website Displayed: A set of columns that 
match what is shown in the tab being exported

• Custom Export: User selected set of columns
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IEDB Website Displayed

• IEDB Website Displayed is a special Export Type.  
It directly reflects the fields shown on the selected 
results page tab

• Due to it’s unique nature it’s fields can’t be 
modified or added to other exports
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Custom Export

• Allows for fine grain customization of your export 
set of columns

• Section headers are shown with a [+] icon that can 
be expanded to show the individual columns 
beneath.  Similar functionality to the trees in the 
finders

• Full sections can be selected or removed by 
clicking on the box next to the section header

• Full green boxes indicate a selected 
column/section.  Half green boxes indicate that at 
least 1 column under that section is selected
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Field Selection Examples
Epitope Antigen
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Field Selection Examples
Assay Receptor

2023 IEDB User Workshop 14



Field Selection Examples
Reference

2023 IEDB User Workshop 15



Additional Improvements

• Inclusion of query parameters in the Excel export via a 
new sheet, and the JSON export

• Inclusion of export date in the Excel and JSON exports

• Inclusion of field descriptions in the Excel export via a 
new sheet
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Export Parameters Example

• Includes the full list of the parameters used on the IEDB website to generate this export

• Also will include the date the export was ran for future use

• Available in the Excel and JSON formats
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Field Help Tab Example

• A new tab in the Excel export that offers information on each field 
selected and exported

• Each field has the section and header name matching the header 
format selected

• Below this are 2 pre-selected examples chosen by our team to 
demonstrate what is in the IEDB

• After this is another possible value to show what that field could 
include in case our above examples are blank or we want to show 
other possible values

• Next is a brief description of what that field represents

• Finally, there is a link to an IEDB help article for that field if available
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